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are not something dressed up in tar and feathers so that the
party dervishes may dance around them. They are clear,
unmagnified questions discussed sanely and not too intensely
around the family fireside.
I am afraid I cannot love political whirlwinds which chase
justice and bite off their own tails. The three mirages of
modern reformers are justice, principle and logic. I do not
know how far the three words are self/extinguishing, but they
are found very frequently on the lips of honest men who desire
life to be a more humane and beautiful thing, and still more
frequently in the utterances of those who talk Olympian non/
sense at election meetings. Imagination is better than principle;
sympathy more practicable than justice, and common sense
immensely more valuable than logic. We have gone to India
with principle, justice and logic. Each has been a Pandora's
box. The future of India is a hybrid. She can be now
neither Hindu nor Christian. We have ruined her for both.
She will likely grow up an Anglo/Indian in politics and a
sooty lily in commerce.
And yet it could have been so different. All that was
needed was the common endowment of imagination. In
Butain imagination is a ghastly famine. At any rate, it is so
hopelessly material as to be of little use. I would have given
India a king, surrounded him with ministers selected by the
pancbayats not for their political views but for their personal
character; reformed the caste system, modernised the attitude
to untouchables and made the farce of Parliament a came
against the State. Under such a government India could have
remained India, Our besetting sin is that we look on the
universe as something to dress up in a Bond Street suit and
a bowler hat. To our lasting shame, we have dressed India's
God in an election speech and a New Delhi topee. We have
droned prayers over the untouchables, forgetting that we arc
untouchables ourselves and that, man for man, there was
more real happiness among the depressed classes ia India
than there is in the whole of England, All that the